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HORSEPOWER COLLIE — ROBERT CHITTY 

Statement 

HON COLIN TINCKNELL (South West) [5.22 pm]: I rise today to talk about a fantastic organisation in 
the south west called HorsePower Collie, formerly known as the Riding for the Disabled Association of 
Western Australia. I visited HorsePower Collie about four or five weeks ago. It is an incredibly empowering place. 
HorsePower Australia is a voluntary not-for-profit organisation. Its primary aim is to develop the abilities and 
enrich the lives of people living with disabilities through the provision of therapeutic and recreational horse activities. 

While I was there, I met a gentleman volunteer named Robert Chitty. Robert Chitty is one of the stolen 
generation. He is 88 years of age. He has no disabilities but he has made an incredible contribution to society. 
Robert was stolen from his family in Port Hedland at the age of four, at the same time as his brother, who was 
slightly younger than him. He never got to know his real mum and dad or his real family. It is a fantastic story 
of survival and endurance. Because Robert was brought up in a mission just north of Bunbury, he was able to 
secure a fantastic education. When he became an adult, he decided to make a trip back to Port Hedland to try to 
find his family and parents. Unfortunately for him, they had passed away by that time. He found himself married 
with a few kids a few years later and he settled in a town called Carnarvon, which we all know well. He put his 
name down for a job as an orderly at Carnarvon Hospital. Through perseverance, he was able to get a job there 
for two years working as an orderly. During that time, he had to come back to Perth and, later, he went to 
Bunbury. When he arrived in Bunbury he could not find work, so he moved to Collie. He then applied for a job 
at Collie Hospital. When he first turned up and put in his application, it was ignored. He continued to persevere 
and within about six months, he applied again. This time he was lucky and things fell into his lap. He rolled up 
at the hospital and asked the matron if he could be given an opportunity. While he was talking to the matron, 
the doctor who had worked with him years before at Carnarvon Hospital realised who he was and told the 
matron how good an orderly he had been at Carnarvon Hospital. He was given an opportunity and he ended up 
working at Collie Hospital for 22 years. 

It is a fantastic story about the perseverance of someone who had a bad start to life but really made the most of it. 
Robert is not a bitter man. He is very pleased with his life. He has a fantastic family life. It was a wonder for me 
to meet his wife, his granddaughter, his great granddaughter and his great, great grandson. It is amazing what he 
has been able to create over that period. It is fantastic to see him still volunteering his time at HorsePower Collie. 
When I saw him he looked as though he was about 68 years old, but he is actually 88 years old. He is very able. 
The Collie Hospital invited him to participate in a flag-raising ceremony. As a part of a government policy, police 
stations are now raising the Aboriginal flag. The Collie Hospital decided to do the same in honour of Robert. It 
was a very proud moment for him and he invited me to attend. It is a fantastic story of human endurance and of 
someone who has made the most of the opportunities that have come their way. 
 


	HORSEPOWER COLLIE — ROBERT CHITTY
	Statement


